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Editors’ View
Mot de la rédaction

THE CORRESPONDENCE
SECTION

he Correspondence section of

the Journal is not used by our

readers in as many ways as it
could be. The Coeditors view this sec-
tion as offering basically 3 different
opportunities for the expression of
ideas or points of view.

The first opportunity covers areas
of controversy, disagreement or ques-
tions with respect to previously pub-
lished articles. We try to publish not
only the correspondence letter but
also a response from the author(s).

The second is the opportunity for
expressing different points of view on
socioeconomic, ethical and other areas
of concern to the modern surgeon in
a time of sea change. An example
would be the correspondence solicited
and ensuing discussion evident in the
December 1997 issue of the Journal
(page 421) on equipment inventory,
in this instance artificial hips. The con-
cept could easily be applied to laparo-
scopic equipment, heart valves, vascu-
lar grafts and other implantable
materials. Trickier is the desire for new
equipment or technology in the ab-
sence of demonstrated evidence that it
would help patients and clinical prac-
tice.

The third opportunity is to present
case reports or interesting clinical ob-
servations that do not merit an article.
We sometimes request that authors
contract their case report to a letter of
1 to 2 pages, with 1 illustration and 5
or fewer references, so that the kernel
of information or new experience can
be shared with our readers in a limited
amount of space.

The first and third of these oppor-
tunities have worked reasonably well.

We are, however, most anxious that
readers of the Canadian Journal of
Surgery participate in expressing their
views on issues that impact the prac-
tice of surgery and surgeons, such as
socioeconomic problems, manpower,
hours of work, income, and so on, in
the expectation that shared ideas will
benefit everyone. We look forward to
your letters and, although it is Febru-
ary, wish you the very best for the new
year.

LA SECTION
CORRESPONDANCE

os lecteurs n’utilisent pas la

section correspondance du

Journal autant qu’ils pour-
raient le faire. Les corédacteurs sont
d’avis que cette section offre essentielle-
ment trois possibilités différentes d’ex-
primer des idées ou des points de vue.

La premicere possibilité est celle des
questions controversées, des diver-
gences d’opinions ou des questions
qui portent sur des articles déja pub-
liés. Nous essayons de publier non
seulement la lettre du correspondant
mais aussi une réponse des auteurs.

La deuxi¢me possibilité est celle qui
permet d’exprimer des points de vue
diftérents sur des préoccupations so-
cio-économiques, éthiques et autres
du chirurgien moderne en période de
bouleversements. La correspondance
sollicitée et les discussions qui ont
suivi, comme en témoigne le numéro
de décembre 1997 du Journal (page
421) au sujet des stocks de matériel,
des hanches artificielles en occurrence,
en est un exemple. On pourrait facile-
ment appliquer ces concepts au
matériel de laparoscopie, aux valves
cardiaques, aux greffes vasculaires et



aux autres matériaux implantables. La
recherche de technologies ou de
matériels nouveaux sans preuve de
leur utilité pour les patients dans la
pratique clinique est plus délicate.

La troisieme possibilité permet de
présenter des comptes rendus d’études
ou des observations cliniques intéres-
santes mais qui ne justifient pas un ar-
ticle. Nous demandons parfois aux au-
teurs de résumer leur rapport d’étude
en une lettre d’une a deux pages com-
portant une illustration et cinq renvois
ou moins afin que nous puissions faire
part a nos lecteurs, dans un espace lim-

ité, du noyau d’information ou de I’ex-
périence nouvelle.

La premicere et la troisieme de ces
possibilités ont donné des résultats
raisonnables. Nous avons toutefois tres
hite que les lecteurs du Journal
canadien de chirurgie y participent
en se faisant entendre au sujet des
questions qui ont une incidence sur
Pexercice de la profession et sur les
chirurgiens, comme les problemes
socio-économiques, les questions d’ef-
fectif] les heures de travail, le revenu,
etc., en espérant que les idées mises en
commun seront bénéfiques pour tous.

EDITORS’ VIEW

Nous attendons vos lettres avec impa-
tience et méme si nous sommes en
février, nous vous souhaitons tout ce
qu’il y a de mieux pour la nouvelle
année.

Ot d ool

Jonathan L. Meakins, MD
Coeditor
Corédacteur
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Notices
Avis

Urogynecology and disorders
of the female pelvic floor

The 7th annual course on urogynecology
and disorders of the female pelvic floor,
sponsored by the Mayo Clinic Scottsdale,
will be held from Mar. 26 to 28, 1998, at
the Marriott’s Camelback Inn, Scottsdale,
Ariz. The course director will be Dr. J.L.
Cornella. Contact: Sara Schnirring, CME
Department, Mayo Clinic Scottsdale,
13400 East Shea Blvd., Scottsdale AZ
85259, USA; tel 602 301-4661; fax 602
301-8323.

Pediatric orthopedic review course

The 11th Sainte-Justine Pediatric Ortho-
pedic Review Course (SPORC 1998),
sponsored by the Université de Montréal
and the Canadian Orthopaedic Associa-
tion, will be held from Apr. 15 to 18,
1998, at the Complexe Desjardins Hotel,
Montreal. For further information con-
tact: Dr. Thierry Benaroch, Secretary,
SPORC ’98, Hopital Sainte-Justine,
3175, Cote Sainte-Catherine, Montréal
(Québec) H3T 1C5; tel 514 345-4876;
fax 514 345-4755.

Third biennial foot and ankle
symposium

The third biennial foot and ankle sympo-
sium, sponsored by the Canadian Or-
thopaedic Association and the Department
of Surgery, University of Toronto, will be
held from Apr. 17 to 20, 1998, at the King
Edward Hotel, 37 King St. E, Toronto.
The symposium will focus on the assess-
ment and treatment of foot disorders in
adults and children. Topics will include
conservative and surgical management and
will emphasize audience participation.
Speakers include: Drs. I. Alexander, A.
Amendola, R. Claridge, J. Corless, E. Eng-
lish, S. Hansen, T.R. Daniels and G.
Hunter. Credits: MOCOMP, Type IT and
AMA Category I. For further information
contact: Continuing Education, Faculty of
Medicine, University of Toronto, 150 Col-
lege St., Room 121, Toronto ONj tel 416
978-2719; fax 416 971-2200.

The pediatric esophagus

The Department of Pediatric Surgery,
Faculty of Medicine, Ege University,
Izmir, Turkey, will host an interdiscipli-

nary symposium entitled “The pediatric
esophagus” from Apr. 20 to 22, 1998, in
Izmir (URL—medicine.ege.edu.tr/ped-
surg/ped_oesophagus.htm). The main
topic will be gastroesophageal reflux with
a special interest in alkaline reflux. For
further information contact: Professor
Oktay Mutaf, Department of Pediatric
Surgery, Ege University Faculty of Medi-
cine, 35100 Izmir, Turkey; fax 90 232 3
75 12 88; mutaf@bornova.ege.edu.tr

International Federation of Societies
for Surgery of the Hand

“The future at hand: sharing knowledge
towards the 21st century” will be the
theme of the 7th Congress of the Inter-
national Federation of Societies for
Surgery of the Hand (IFSSH). The con-
gress, hosted by the IFSSH and MANUS
Canada will be held from May 24 to 28,
1998, at the Vancouver Trade and Con-
vention Centre, Vancouver, BC. For fur-
ther information contact: Conference
Secretariat — Events by Design, 601-325
Howe St., Vancouver BC V6C 1Z27; tel
604 669-7175; fax 604 669-7083;
74117.273@compuserve.com
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