
The last section contains an in-
depth review of the indications for the
use of the IABP in both adult and pe-
diatric populations, including stand-
by, and electrical and emergency indi-
cations. There is also a discussion of
miscellaneous indications such as car-
diac transplantation and intrapul-
monary balloon pumping.
With the exception of the final sec-

tion, which is poorly identified, and
chapter 20 “an overview,” which is
mistitled as “Indications for use of 
intra-aortic balloon pump,” this book
is well written and well organized. It
should be welcome as a reference text
to the libraries of multidisciplinary
teams caring for cardiac patients.

Guy Fradet, MD, MSc
Associate Professor
Section of Cardiopulmonary 
Transplantation
Division of Cardiovascular Surgery and 
Division of Thoracic Surgery
University of British Columbia
Vancouver, BC
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This comprehensive 2-volume text-
book is directed at individuals with

a primary interest in spinal surgery. It
aims to provide a complete summary of
pertinent aspects of the surgical man-
agement of spinal disease. The editor
and authors come from a neurosurgical
background, but with the confluence of
knowledge related to the surgical man-
agement of spinal disease this textbook
will be useful to all individuals with a fo-
cus on surgery of the spinal column.

The volumes are arranged in 5 sec-
tions, although functionally there are
3 major divisions within the text. The
introductory chapters and sections can
be grouped into the “background”
section of embryology, anatomy, bio-
materials and bioengineering concepts.
A further section on surgical ap-
proaches and specific surgical proce-
dures are arranged anatomically from
cervical to lumbosacral spine. There
are large sections devoted to spinal im-
plants and fixation devices and their
application and use. The final major
section deals with adjuncts to surgery
such as surgical positioning, imaging,
stereotaxis, evoked potential monitor-
ing and a complete section on nonsur-
gical management of the patient with
spinal disease.
This is not a textbook one would

read from cover to cover. It provides a
comprehensive view of the majority of
spinal surgery. As a result of multiple
authorship there is significant repeti-
tion of detail related to surgical indi-
cations, and surgical approaches are
detailed in a number of the chapters.
Also, I had to look in many areas of
the book to gain a complete under-
standing of one specific area of the
spine. For instance, instrumentation
of the cervical spine is in a different
volume from the chapters describing
decompression of the cervical spine.
Some disorganization and fragmenta-
tion of topics also occurs because
some chapters address minor issues
and contain only 2 or 3 pages and
other chapters contain up to 40 pages.
Areas of spinal surgery such as scolio-
sis and pediatric deformity, which
could occupy entire texts of their own,
are covered in varying depths. It is
clear that a general text like this could
not do justice to all topics or to all in-
dividuals’ tastes.
Nevertheless, the book provides a

“one-stop shop” for the interested
practitioner. I particularly liked the fi-
nal portion, in which specific contro-
versies are debated. This provides a re-

freshing point–counterpoint argument
that allows readers to draw their own
conclusions.
This 2-volume set would be wel-

come on the shelves of surgeons with
an interest in spinal disease and will be
valuable to the senior resident or fel-
low who plans to gain further training
in spinal surgery. The trainee who is
reading up on a topic or preparing for
a surgical procedure would find this a
convenient reference that provides
sufficient information in one location.
There is little material on the epidemi-
ology, conservative management and
assessment of the patient with me-
chanical back symptoms; however, as
illustrated by the title, rational infor-
mation to guide the surgical manage-
ment of spinal disease is the primary
goal of this text. I believe that this
goal has been met.

Richard W. Hu, MD
Clinical Associate Professor
Division of Orthopaedic Surgery 
and Division of Neurosurgery
University of Calgary Spine Program
Calgary, Alta.
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This book represents a continuation
of the classic work Surgical Disor-

ders of the Peripheral Nerves by Sir H.J.
Seddon. The introduction to this text
makes most interesting reading. The
history of H.J. Seddon and the devel-
opment of the Peripheral Nerve Injury
Unit in Oxford, UK, are reviewed, and
new developments in this field are in-
corporated. Generally, the layout of the
original book has been retained, but
the text has been rewritten.
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