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INTRAOPERATIVE GRAFT PATENCY VERI-
FICATION IN CARDIAC AND VASCULAR
SURGERY. Giuseppe D’Ancona, Hratch
L. Karamanoukian, Marco Ricci, Tomas
A. Salerno and Jacob Bergsland. 264
pp. Illust. Futura Publishing Company,
Inc., Armonk, NY. 2001. $US80. ISBN 0-
87993-488-3

The editors have directed this
book to a readership of cardiac

and vascular surgeons and other spe-
cialists in vascular medicine. The
theme permeating most of the
book’s 11 chapters and its appendix
is quality assurance, derived intraop-
eratively, in the clinical performance
of bypass grafting of coronary arter-
ies and infrainguinal arteries.

Following a learned review of
rheologic principles as they apply to
blood flow is a historical perspective
and current synopsis of methods of
evaluating graft patency, ranging
from the simplicity of pulse palpa-
tion to the sophistication of intraop-
erative angioscopy and the invasive-
ness of postoperative angiography.
Many of the remaining chapters de-
scribe the novel technique of transit
time flow measurement (TTFM), an
intraoperatively applied system based
on ultrasonography that provides el-
egant information requiring expert
waveform interpretation. The book
culminates in a 14-case exercise in
the verification of graft patency in
coronary artery surgery, illustrating,
in some of the cases, otherwise un-
suspected and undetectable technical
imperfections revealed by the sys-
tematic use of TTFM, leading to in-
traoperative revision.

The authors’ demands upon
themselves and all cardiovascular sur-
geons for intraoperative assurance of
technical precision are refreshing and
timely, particularly in this new era of
coronary bypass grafting performed
on the beating heart without car-
diopulmonary bypass. The tech-
niques and approaches advocated in

this book deserve the attention of all
cardiovascular surgeons.
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OPERATING WITHIN THE LAW. A PRACTI-
CAL GUIDE FOR SURGEONS AND
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Publishing Limited, Shifnal, Shropshire,
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The authors of this British publi-
cation are 2 consultant vascular

and general surgeons — Professors
Campbell from the University of Ex-
eter and Callum from the Derbyshire
Royal Infirmary — and a barrister —
Nicholas Leacock from London. The
volume is a clear, concise outline for
physicians and lawyers concerning
the full spectrum of medicolegal is-
sues in clinical practice. Because of its
small size (190 pages of main text)
the book makes an excellent guide-
line or handbook reference.

The book starts by listing the
problems of worsening medicolegal
activity and describes the stress it
places on physicians. Graphs are pro-
vided for settled cases and the accu-
mulated costs for claims made be-
tween 1990 and 1998. Orthopedic
surgery and trauma are the most ex-
pensive in the United Kingdom, ac-
counting for 38% of all costs, followed
by obstetrics and gynecology repre-
senting 19%. This is in contrast to the
Canadian experience where obstetrics
and gynecology are associated with
the highest costs, mainly because of
awards for compromised babies.

The chapter on the anatomy of a

legal claim is important reading for all
physicians. It covers the issues of duty
of care, law or policy, burden and
standard of proof, breach of duty and
causation. Many of these terms are
unfamiliar to physicians but are ex-
plained with interesting examples.

The section on avoiding medical le-
gal problems is a must read. It outlines
the use and help of risk management,
guidelines or care path maps, consent
and what constitutes informed con-
sent. It also stresses the need for docu-
mentation and record-keeping.

Another section describes the
physician as a defendant. It goes over
the impact and response to receiving
a complaint or a suit. The personal
burden and the impact on a physi-
cian’s practice and career are well de-
scribed. This is followed by a section
on the physician as an expert, which
presents helpful guidelines for writ-
ing medicolegal reports and appear-
ing in court as an expert witness.

A useful medical glossary is pro-
vided and, for physicians, a more im-
portant legal glossary. The book
ends with a list of Web sites, which
are only British, and a useful section
on all the ramifications of informed
consent.

Overall, this book is helpful, con-
cise and is in a format that allows for
quick reference. Although British-
based, it parallels the Canadian expe-
rience. It should help in minimizing
physicians’ exposure to medicolegal
liability. It will help educate physi-
cians faced with an adverse patient
outcome, complaint or suit and 
better prepare them for the steps 
required in the defence of their 
integrity and reputation.
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