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vascular disease and cerebrovascular
disease, and illustrates ongoing re-
search that may change the practice
of cardiology in the future.

Overall, this text is extremely
thorough and contains areas of inter-
est for the novice cardiology trainee
as well as for the consultant cardiolo-
gist. This book would also be of in-
terest to those in the surgical field in
the daily management of acute car-
diac medical problems that are of 
relevance to their practice.

In summary, this book is topical,
interesting and comprehensive, and
provides quality reading for all those
associated with the cardiovascular
field.

Philip J. Garber, MD
Assistant Professor 
University of Manitoba.
Director
CCU/Inpatient Services
Health Sciences Centre
Winnipeg, Man
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The objective of this book is to
look at the specific issues around

the care and management of patients
requiring esophageal reconstruction.

It is the author’s intent to give a
more thorough and detailed review
of esophageal reconstructive surgery
than is offered in the standard text-
books of esophageal surgery pub-
lished to date. Recognition of diffi-
culties that can occur when performing
esophageal surgery highlights the need
for such a book.

The introduction outlines histori-
cal aspects of esophageal surgery, an
approach I find it helpful since it 
allows the reader to fully appreciate
the innovations and changes that
have occurred to help bring about a
more practical and safe approach to
esophageal surgery.

Given the complexities of reopera-
tive esophageal surgery and the myr-
iad of possibilities for replacing the
esophagus, this textbook is mainly
directed to practising thoracic sur-
geons and to general surgeons with a
strong interest in esophageal disease.
In this regard the book is highly
readable and easy to follow. The text
covers the techniques of esophageal
reconstruction, including preserva-
tion techniques as well as the care
and management of postoperative
complications. It is a well laid-out
book and can be read quickly. The
author uses simple pictures to
demonstrate operative techniques.
For the most part, these adequately
illustrate the point, although, some-

times they are a bit too simplistic.
For a book that is trying to be a
comprehensive reference text, more
detailed illustration of operative tech-
niques is required.

Although the author tries to be as
scientific as possible in regard to rec-
ommendations, there are many in-
stances in esophageal surgery where
there are no large published series on
which to base decision-making. Cer-
tainly, randomized clinical trials are a
shortcoming in this discipline. The
author has extensive experience and
exposure to the works of other skilled
surgeons, and his personal preference
of operative technique and manage-
ment would have been valuable.

One area of weakness is that of la-
paroscopic, thoracoscopic approaches
to esophageal surgery. Some refer-
ences are made to this evolving tech-
nique, but for the most part it is
omitted from the book.

I enjoyed many aspects of this
book, especially those involving be-
nign esophageal disease. I think it
should complement the library of
any practising thoracic surgeon and
serve as a useful reference text in the
libraries of surgical training centres.

Richard J. Bigsby, MD
General and Thoracic Surgery
University of Saskatchewan
Saskatoon, Sask.
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