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CARDIAC SURGERY — SAFEGUARDS AND
PITFALLS IN OPERATIVE TECHNIQUE. 2nd
edition. Siavosh Khonsari. 336 pp. Illust. Lip-
pincott–Raven Publishers, Philadelphia.
1996. US$195. ISBN 0-397-51626-6

Overall rating: Good.
Strengths: Very clear and pertinent. Ex-
cellent pictures.
Weaknesses: Despite attempts to update,
many important topics are not covered or
only briefly mentioned.
Audience: Junior and senior cardiac
surgery residents and junior attending
staff.

As its name indicates, this book
concentrates only on technical

aspects of cardiac surgery. The author
has added some very brief comments
on pathophysiology and indications
for only some of the operations men-
tioned. The book is, therefore, ad-
dressed to surgeons already thor-
oughly familiar with cardiac surgery
techniques. It should not be consid-
ered as a major reference textbook.
Khonsari describes clearly most op-

erations used in cardiac surgery. In
this second edition, procedures that
are no longer commonly used have
been dropped from the text. This ac-
tion might constitute a weakness since
these operations might still be indi-
cated and would have given the
younger surgeon never exposed to
such procedures a valuable source of
information. The text is accompanied
by excellent illustrations, depicting in
great detail and with precision not
only the proper technique but also the
potential pitfalls. The addition of
colour to the illustrations would have
made this book invaluable, although
it would likely have increased the price
to prohibitive levels.
Although the author has attempted

to include the more recent advances
in operative technique, he has missed

quite a few. The section on mitral
valve repair does not cover any of the
more complex techniques, such as
sliding leaflet plasty, posterior annular
decalcification or chordal transfer. The
chapter on surgery for ischemic heart
disease does not mention the use of
bilateral internal thoracic, right gas-
troepiploic and radial arteries as very
well accepted and now commonly
used alternative conduits for coronary
revascularization. There is no section
covering surgery for arrhythmias.
These are some of the most obvious
overlooked topics. The omissions are
likely related to the fact that this is a
single-author text. In this era of super-
specialization, even cardiac surgery has
evolved to the point where no sur-
geon can claim to be proficient in all
aspects of the specialty. Therefore, the
book would have been greatly
strengthened by the assistance of
other contributors.

Benoit de Varennes MD, CM
Director
Cardiothoracic Surgery
Royal Victoria Hospital
McGill University
Montreal, Que.
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MANAGEMENT OF EXTRACRANIAL CERE-
BROVASCULAR DISEASE. Edited by Keith Cal-
ligaro, Dominic DeLaurentis and William
Baker. 217 pp. Illust. Lippincott–Raven Pub-
lishers, Philadelphia. 1997. Can$95. ISBN 0-
397-51655-X

This compact, readable text con-
tains contributions from 38 au-

thors on a variety of topics concerning
the current management of extracra-
nial vascular disease affecting the cere-
bral circulation. The 19 chapters are

divided into 3 parts: preoperative as-
sessment, indications for surgery and
surgical technique. A number of im-
portant, controversial issues are ad-
dressed, and although the opinions
expressed by some of the authors can-
not be supported fully by published
scientific evidence, they will be of in-
terest and provide foci for discussion
and further investigation.
The first chapter analyses the costs

involved in carotid artery surgery and
points out areas for potential savings
at all stages, from preoperative testing,
through inpatient management to
postoperative follow-up. This type of
analysis is very useful in defining ac-
ceptable practice guidelines at a time
when there is a growing gap between
what technology can offer patients
and what patients and society are will-
ing to pay for medical care. Another
chapter in the first part of the text
questions the need for preoperative
angiography in many patients being
considered for carotid endarterec-
tomy. Though clearly controversial,
this discussion has important implica-
tions for risk management as well as
cost control, as a significant compo-
nent of the overall morbidity of ex-
tracranial cerebrovascular surgery is
related to angiography.
In the second part of the book, one

chapter deals with the emerging inter-
est in transluminal angioplasty and
stenting as an alternative to open
surgery for extracranial occlusive dis-
ease. The authors point out the 
importance of implementing large
randomized controlled trials to deter-
mine the relative merits of and specific
indications for endovascular versus
traditional surgical treatment, while
urging that such trials be deferred un-
til adequate expertise is developed in
the endovascular procedures to permit
their valid assessment.
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Although this text focuses on issues
in the management of extracranial
carotid artery atherosclerosis, it also
contains chapters on other types of
carotid disease, such as fibromuscular
disease and spontaneous dissection,
and on disease in other sites, such as
the aortic arch and the subclavian and
vertebral arteries. Though the scien-
tific basis for the recommendations in
these less common conditions is fre-
quently lacking, the editors have in-
vited contributions from authors with
extensive experience in these areas
whose views are worthy of considera-
tion.
This text will be useful to neurolo-

gists, neurosurgeons and vascular sur-
geons with an interest in cerebrovas-
cular surgery. The book is too
specialized and too controversial to be
useful as a textbook or standard refer-
ence for non-experts.

William S. Tucker, MD
Head
Division of Neurosurgery
St. Michael’s Hospital
Toronto, Ont.
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CRITICAL ISSUES IN OPERATING ROOM MAN-
AGEMENT. Edited by Mark A. Malangoni. 287
pp. Illust. Lippincott–Raven, Philadelphia.
1996. US$69. ISBN 0-937-51636-3

This multiauthored text reviews
most aspects of operating room

organization. It is intended as a guide
for surgeons and those in leadership
positions in perioperative practice.
This is true of the chapters relating 
to planning, governance, informa -
tion systems and management; other 
chapters would also benefit surgical

trainees and perioperative nurses.
In general, the text is well orga-

nized into chapters that address uni-
versal issues, process or practice in op-
erating rooms from an organizational
viewpoint. With the entire text based
in US practice, many of the details dif-
fer from the Canadian experience, but
overall the similarities transcend the
differences. In his preface, Malangoni
emphasizes a shift in paradigms as op-
erating rooms are considered as cost
centres rather than revenue centres, an
experience common to any Canadian
surgeon but never so acutely as in to-
day’s economy.
The first chapter is an excellent re-

view of critical issues to be considered
in planning a new surgical suite, but is
unlikely to be of interest to those less
fortunate. The accompanying plans
are useful if only to demonstrate the
complexity of achieving efficient de-
sign.
The next 5 chapters address related

administrative issues such as schedul-
ing, utilization, materials, logistics and
information needs. Frequently, the
same topic is discussed from a differ-
ent perspective. Typically, there is a
conflicting interpretation of turnover
time and utilization resources from
one chapter to the next. Cordon, in
chapter 2, addresses the issue of struc-
ture and the traditional role of the op-
erating room committee, but there is
no discussion of leadership across pe-
rioperative services or collaborative
links to program or surgical divisions
or departments. The brief chapter by
Ponsky on equipment and technology
for the operating room is refreshingly
objective, if generic.
The following 3 chapters are clini-

cal and comprehensive in their review
of monitoring patient care and issues
related to infection prevention and
control. They are detailed, well refer-

enced and provide an excellent review,
differentiating between ritual and re-
search. The next 3 chapters look at
risk and infection from the perspective
of surgical personnel, considering not
only risk to personnel but the more
contentious issue of transmission of
blood-borne pathogens from health
care worker to patient. The same in-
formation is reviewed in detail again
as hazards encountered in operating
rooms that place both patient and
health care worker at risk. Exposure to
hazards such as fire, laser and anes-
thetic gases are touched on briefly,
but there is little consideration of
more recently encountered problems
such as latex allergy.
The penultimate chapter intro-

duces the concept of clinical ethical
concerns and deals comprehensively
with the issue of do not resuscitate or-
ders and informed consent. However,
it tends to gloss over the important is-
sue of personnel conflict. The final
chapter provides an excellent evalua-
tion of the value of perioperative as-
sessment with selective perioperative
testing and challenges the practice of
multiphasic screening.
Overall, this book is an interesting

review of issues impacting on operat-
ing room practice and meets its objec-
tive as a guide for effective organization
and management. Some information is
repetitive and some merely antidotal,
and the text might be improved by
some focus on the patient’s perspective
of perioperative care. In general, it
would be a useful addition to any hos-
pital library.

Valerie E. Zellermeyer, RN
Program Director
Perioperative Service and Critical Care
St. Michael’s Hospital
Toronto, Ont.
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