
ence textbook. It will be a valuable ad-
dition to a surgical library and for
medical students, residents in surgery
and practising surgeons.

Gerald M. Fried, MD
Professor of Surgery
McGill University
Montreal, Que.
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TIBIAL PLATEAU FRACTURES. Mason Hohl.
195 pp. Illust. W.B. Saunders Company,
Philadelphia. 1997. Can$182. ISBN 0-7216-
7015-6

This book represents a renowned
orthopedic surgeon’s lifetime ex-

perience with tibial plateau fractures.
The purpose of the book is to provide
fracture surgeons with an effective
treatment plan and reference guide for
the treatment of plateau fractures
based on the results of the author’s
1533 cases and 1166 cited references.

The various chapters in the book
deal with the diagnosis, classification,
surgical approaches, treatment and
complications of the 7 types of tibial
plateau fractures that have been de-
scribed by Hohl. A chapter is devoted
to each fracture type, and the fracture
is reviewed with respect to its inci-
dence, commonly associated injuries,
diagnosis, treatment, surgical tech-
nique, postoperative care, results and
complications. The various treatment
options used to deal with each type of
tibial plateau fracture are simplified by
the use of a treatment algorithm that
reflects the author’s own decision-
 making process. The surgical technique
for each type of treatment suggested in
the treatment algorithm is then de-
scribed. The chapter concludes with an
explanation of the complications and
results of the author’s own series.

The chapters are concise and well
written. Each chapter dealing with a
specific fracture type contains illustra-
tions, a treatment algorithm and ta-
bles of the author’s results and com-
plications, which further simplify and
clarify the information presented in
the text. An exhaustive number of ref-
erences are used throughout the
book: 1160 references and a short
synopsis of almost every one of these
is provided at the end of the book.

Overall, the author provides both
a historical insight and a practical ap-
proach to the treatment of tibial
plateau fractures that accurately re-
flect the management of these frac-
tures in 1997. The book provides a
rare opportunity to review the results
of one of the world authorities in this
field. Its user-friendly approach and
simple treatment algorithms make it
ideal for medical students and ortho-
pedic residents. The treatment strat-
egy and results mainly reflect those of
the author, and there is little elabora-
tion of the results of other surgeons.
However, the author’s vast experi-
ence with tibial plateau fractures and
the extensive references provided
make this book a useful addition to
the library of any fellow or orthope-
dic surgeon specializing in fracture
treatment.

Michael Tanzer, MD
Associate Professor
Division of Orthopedics
McGill University
Montreal, Que.
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THE YEAR BOOK OF ONCOLOGY 1996. Edited
by Joseph V. Simone. 667 pp. Illust.
Mosby–Year Book Inc., Chicago, Ill.; Harcourt
Brace & Co. Canada, Ltd., Toronto. 1996.
Can$124. ISBN 0-8151-9758-6

The Mosby–Year Book series has
been designed to survey a wide

range of good journals to select articles
in the field relevant to the subject of the
book and to provide good abstracts
that follow a readable and convenient
format. The chosen articles are carefully
read by 5 editors who provide authori-
tative and analytical commentaries that
are of excellent quality.

These oncology abstracts, prepared
by experienced professionals, are well
written, comprehensive and provide
insight into articles that can some-
times be very rambling.

The commentaries, written by the
5 well-intentioned, critical editors,
provide the reader the equivalent of a
personal consultation and an opportu-
nity to better understand the value of
the article and its message. Where ap-
propriate, figures are used to illustrate
particular points. For each selected ar-
ticle, an enhanced bibliographic cita-
tion is provided, so that the article can
be further researched. At the back of
the book comprehensive subject and
author indices are provided for easy ac-
cess to the abstracts contained within.

As is a common problem with
books as opposed to journals, the in-
formation provided may be dated.
Most of the articles covered in this
book were published between 1994
and 1995. It seems this time lag has
prevented a more serious look at novel
therapeutic methods initiated in clini-
cal trials in the last 2 years.

For the busy clinical oncologist,
this year book is a good source of
timely topics in capsule form in all
fields of oncology.

Henry R. Shibata, MD
Associate Chairman
Department of Oncology
Royal Victoria Hospital
McGill University
Montreal, Que.
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