
in the fossa and the biliary tract, and the
clots in the common bile duct were out-
lined during the delayed film. The leak-
age of bile into the gallbladder fossa was
probably a combination of increased
pressure in the biliary tract secondary to
the clots intermittently blocking the
common bile duct and disruption of the
liver parenchyma at the time of laparo-
scopic cholecystectomy.

The treatment of hemobilia de-
pends on the etiology. In an initial se-
ries of 9 patients with hemobilia sec-
ondary to trauma, treatment ranged
from observation with spontaneous
resolution to operative evacuation of
the hepatic hematoma.1 Spontaneous
resolution of hemobilia secondary to
percutaneous liver biopsy has been
documented by Ball and associates.10

Baker and associates11 believed that the
placement of a nasobiliary tube would
relieve the jaundice, promote lysis of
the clot and bring about cessation of
bleeding. Angiography plus emboliza-
tion has the advantage of being both
diagnostic and therapeutic. Material
used for embolization includes
Gelfoam pledgets, stored human dura
mater12 and balloons.5 Lee, Tasman-
Jones and Wattie13 described the intra-
arterial infusion of epinephrine and
propranolol12 to reduce the flow into

the aneurysm. Potential complications
of angiographic embolization are low
but may be serious. They include liver
ischemia, infarction and embolization
of nontargeted tissue. Surgery is usu-
ally reserved for failed angiographic
embolization or recurrent aneurysm.
The procedure involves either ligation
of the hepatic artery or partial hepatec-
tomy.6
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