
ATLAS OF SURGICAL TECHNIQUES IN UROL-
OGY. Edited by E. Douglas Whitehead. 608 pp.
Illust. Lippincott–Raven Publishers, Philadel-
phia. 1996. US$201. ISBN 0-397-51022-5

Aunique well-written text of uro-
logic operations, this book is in-

tended for both the practising urologist
and the urology resident. Its unique ness
lies in the fact that E. Douglas White-
head has based every chapter on actual
operative reports from well-known
urologists “. . . recogniz(ing) the value
of a well written operative report, par-
ticularly in complicated surgery per-
formed by . . . skilled technicians.” This
approach gives the book a style of its
own, with the step-by-step detail that
other surgical texts sometimes pass
over. Every operative report is followed
by a commentary from the surgeon that
usually adds further insights into the
operation or discusses alternative tech-
nical considerations.
The text is divided into 9 indepen-

dent sections, covering all areas of uro-
logic surgery. The section editors read
like a Who’s Who of modern urology:
Martin Resnick for endourology and
stone disease, Stuart Boyd and Eila
Skinner for urinary diversion, Bill Fair
and Michael Droller for the various
types of malignant disease, Jerry Blaivas
for incontinence and pelvic floor pro-
lapse in women, and Larry Lipschultz
for fertility, to name a few. To intro-
duce their subject, each section editor
provides an overview, which often con-
tains historical background reading, as
in the case of the endourology and uri-
nary diversion sections, or general prin-
ciples of treatment, such as those found
in the section on voiding dysfunction
in men. Taken together, the overview,
the detailed operative report and the
comments combine to make a very
readable text that covers most of the
foundation of urologic surgery. That

said, it is not a substitute for a general
textbook such as Campbell’s Urology. It
should be used only as an adjunct.
The strength of any good atlas lies

in its illustrations, and those provided
by Michael Leonard in this book are
excellent. He has drawn clear, unclut-
tered but well-detailed black-and-white
drawings of high quality. He is to be
complimented for their accuracy and
clarity. These attributes are especially
welcome in the illustrations of opera-
tions that are not universally known by
urologists, such as the vaginal proce-
dures in Dr. Blaivas’s section, and the
adrenal surgery described by Dr. Fair.
The size of the book (22 × 30 cm) also
aids in the clarity of the illustrations, al-
lowing them to be large and easy to
view. They are grouped together in se-
quence at the end of each chapter. This
allows the reader to follow the steps of
the procedure visually with ease al-
though it does mean flipping back and
forth between text and illustrations.
Urologists now have another text-

book of urologic procedures to com-
plement the standard volumes such as
Glenn’s Urologic Surgery, one with a
novel approach in its organization. It
certainly deserves a spot in a urologic
library as a standard reference.

Frederick G. Elliott, MD
Assistant Clinical Professor
Department of Surgery
University of Calgary
Calgary, Alta.
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RECONSTRUCTIVE SURGERY IN HAND MUTI-
LATION. Edited by Guy Foucher. 205 pp. Illust.
Mosby–Year Book, Inc., St. Louis; Harcourt
Brace & Co. Canada, Ltd., Toronto. 1997.
Can$128. ISBN 0-85317-301-0

With the advent of microsurgery,
surgical management of muti-

lating hand injuries has been signifi-
cantly modified such that formerly irre-
trievably injured parts may now be
usefully salvaged. This applies particu-
larly to the digits of the hand and espe-
cially to the thumb. The editor of this
book has asembled a formidable group
of experienced hand surgeons from
Europe and North America to share
their experiences in all facets of these
devastating injuries. Although occa-
sional acute injuries are depicted, the
emphasis of the text is on secondary re-
construction after primary healing.
Microsurgical techniques receive

deserved emphasis in this book; how-
ever, older, well-established methods
of reconstruction are also emphasized,
including bone lengthening by distrac-
tion, osteoplastic techniques (Nico-
ladoni), pollicization, judicious trans-
position osteotomies and so on.
The material is extremely well orga-

nized, with emphasis on thumb muti-
lation alone, single finger injury and
multiple digit mutilations. Finally, sev-
eral chapters devoted to pediatric re-
construction, psychological considera-
tions, job retraining and prostheses are
valuable and easily read. In particular,
I found the chapter on psychological
considerations concise and clear.
This book will be of most value to so-

phisticated, practising hand surgeons.
However, it should be available in the
library of general trauma hospitals where
the sequelae of these accidents are seen.
I wholeheartedly recommend this text.

Harvey C. Brown, MD, MSc
Chairman
Division of Plastic Surgery
McGill University
Montreal, Que.
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THE WRIST. DIAGNOSIS AND OPERATIVE
TREATMENT. Volume l and Volume 2. Edited
by William P. Cooney, Ronald L. Linscheid and
James H. Dobyns. 708 pp. (vol. 1) and 604 pp.
(vol. 2). Illust. Mosby–Year Book Inc., 
St. Louis; Harcourt Brace & Co. Canada, Ltd.,
Toronto. 1997. Can$404 (set). ISBN 0-8016-
6644-9 (set)

This 2-volume textbook is the
most recent publication to ap-

pear on disorders related to the wrist.
It follows by approximately 10 years,
single-volume texts, written by others,
that represented the most authorita-
tive treatises on this subject. This new
text provides an extremly comprehen-
sive overview of the diagnosis and op-
erative treatment for a very broad
spectrum of problems affecting the
wrist, including fractures, instability
and arthritis.
The work is multiauthored and

edited by 3 eminent wrist surgeons.
Interestingly, almost all the contribu-
tors are former trainees at the Mayo
Clinic so, despite variations in style
through the chapters, the book essen-
tially represents a synthesis of ideas
that have developed at one centre over
25 to 30 years.
The comprehensiveness of the text

is underlined by the first 2 chapters,
which describe how our present con-
cepts of the wrist joint have developed
by reviewing the contributions of ear-
lier surgeons extending to the pre-
roentgen era. The second chapter de-
scribes the anthropologic features and
anatomy of the wrist. This has long
been an interest of Dr. Linscheid, and
although the chapter does not neces-
sarily add to the practical value of the
text, it certainly makes for very inter-
esting reading and is consistent with
the desire of the editors to cover all as-
pects of the wrist.
At the opposite end of the spec-

trum, the final chapter entitled “Anti -
cipations and needs” examines, philo-

sophically, what might be anticipated
in the future for clinicians concerned
with the care of the wrist, such as 
the development of new diagnostic
modalities and treatments (including
arthroplasties) and the use of growth
factors in hand surgery generally.
The intervening text is a com-

pendium of surgical treatments for the
care of wrist problems. There are ex-
tensive discussions of wrist anatomy
and joint pathomechanics, 2 areas in
which members of the Mayo Clinic
have been very influential through
their many publications. These sec-
tions are beautifully illustrated and
clearly convey some of the difficult
anatomic and mechanical points con-
cerning the radiocarpal joint and the
individual carpal elements. Through-
out the 2 volumes the quality of the
illustrations is uniformly superlative.
The sheer number of illustrations is
amazing — there are over 2600, an
average of almost 2 per page.
Although the discussion of opera-

tive procedures is quite comprehen-
sive, many areas of the text do not
highlight the decision-making process
in choosing a particular treatment. For
instance, in the section on the treat-
ment of fractures to the distal radius
there is a description of a wide assort-
ment of operative procedures, but the
discussion of how to choose the right
one for a given patient is limited and
there are no tips on the technical as-
pects of some of these very difficult
procedures. Also, in the section on
malunion of distal radial fractures, lit-
tle mention is made of the problem of
ulnocarpal impingement, which is one
of the most common complications of
this injury. There is an entire chapter
on ulnocarpal abutment, which is one
of the most common causes of mal -
union of the distal radius, but it is not
really described in the context of  such
malunion.

There is an excellent chapter on in-
stability in the wrist, and in this regard
the text excels by highlighting the im-
portant, basic work done by the au-
thors. There are also several good
chapters related to the care of rheuma-
toid arthritis. In this section a whole
chapter is devoted to wrist arthro-
plasty, which is still considered by
most surgeons to be experimental.
My principal criticism of this text is

that it contains very little information
on nonoperative management. Al-
though it might be argued that non-
surgical care of wrist problems is bet-
ter left to nonsurgeons, I feel that a
more balanced approach to the care of
these problems would have been pro-
vided had there been a more extensive
discussion of nonoperative treatment.
It was clearly the goal of the editors to
provide a text that shows how opera-
tions on the wrist are performed; how-
ever, they appear to assume that the
reader will recognize that many of
these procedures should only be rec-
ommended after a course of appropri-
ate nonoperative treatment. Overall,
this is an excellent addition to the ba-
sic literature on the clinical care of up-
per extremity problems. It is appropri-
ate reading for senior orthopedic
residents and certainly for surgeons
taking postgraduate training in upper
extremity surgery. It is required read-
ing for all practising surgeons who are
involved in the care of wrist problems
because it represents the most up-to-
date and comprehensive information
available on the care of a challenging
aspect of orthopedic surgery.

Brent Graham, MD
Division of Orthopedic Surgery
The Toronto Hospital
Western Division
Toronto, Ont.
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