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Although most reported cases
showed the fistula arising from the
right side of the tracheobronchial tree,
in the present case it arose from the left
side. All cases reported in the literature
terminated in the left lobe of the liver.
Investigation of a child with a sus-

pected bronchobiliary fistula should
include bronchoscopy, bronchogra-
phy and HIDA scanning. It is impor-
tant to ascertain whether the affected
lobe of the liver drains normally, as
hepatic resection of the involved lobe
may be necessary in addition to resec-
tion of the fistula.6 A right thoraco-
tomy can be used in every case, and in
the present case a Fogarty catheter
placed via bronchoscopy was helpful
in identifying the fistula. Bronchobil-
iary fistula should be suspected in the

child with bilious reflux without evi-
dence of obstruction.
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