
MUSCULOSKELETAL CASE 13. PRESENTATION

Radiology for the Surgeon
Chirurgie et radiologie

A55-year-old woman was referred
to the surgical outpatient depart-

ment for the evaluation of a palpable
bulge over the left part of her back,
associated with mild pain. She had ini-
tially noticed the lump about a year
before but had only recently decided
to seek medical advice. She had not
noticed any significant change in the
size of the lump during the year.

There was no relevant medical or sur-
gical history, and she was not taking
any medications.

On physical examination there was
a palpable bulge over the left
paraspinal area. However, no distinct
underlying mass could be palpated.
There were no other abnormalities.
She was referred to the Department
of Radiology for further assessment

by computed tomography and mag-
netic resonance imaging. From the
contrast enhanced CT scan (Figs. 1
and 2) and the transverse T2-weighted
MR image (Fig. 3) and gradient coro-
nal MR image (Fig. 4), what is the
most likely diagnosis?

For the answer see page 466.
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