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CANCER OF THE LUNG: FROM MOLECU-
LAR BIOLOGY TO TREATMENT GUIDE-
LINES. Edited by Alan B. Weitberg. 354
pp. Humana Press Inc., Towota, NJ.
2001. US$125. ISBN 0-89603-830-0

This highly readable book is part of
the Current Clinical Oncology

series edited by Maurie Markman. The
book consists of 14 chapters written
by a distinguished group of experts in
the field of lung cancer. Each chapter
is concise, yet complete, in terms of
providing the reader with an update of
the current thinking and knowledge in
each area of lung cancer. All chapters
are highly referenced, and the refer-
ences are current. This book will ap-
peal to both academic and commu-
nity-based practitioners who have an
interest in lung cancer. As a surgeon, I
found reading the chapters that are
not particularly related to my own ac-
tivity especially enlightening.

The book is divided into 2 parts.
The first includes basic science and
background knowledge; the second
part covers treatment. The first sec-
tion has an excellent treatise on the
changing incidence of lung cancer.
The section on pathologic features is
also current and complete. This is
followed by 2 chapters on the molec-
ular biology, which I found particu-
larly enjoyable. These chapters com-
plement each other, and there is
some repetition. The section on
techniques of diagnosis discusses all
the current controversies and puts
them into a practical framework.

The second part of the book de-
tails the treatment with experimental
agents from early stage to advanced
stages of lung cancer. There is also
an excellent chapter on the novel
uses of radiotherapy in the treatment
of carcinoma of the lung. Through-
out this part of the book, there is a
nice evolution from single-agent use
to the present-day multimodality 
approach to the management of ad-
vanced lung cancer. There is some
overlap in the chapters, especially
those on the treatment of stage IV

lung cancer and new treatments for
advanced non-small cell lung cancer.
However, the chapters are comple-
mentary and overall, this book is
highly readable and fulfils its pur-
pose. Because it is concise, a practi-
tioner in one area can be quickly 
updated in other areas without being
involved in the exhaustive review of
the medical literature that this would
usually require.

Helmut W. Unruh, MD
Professor and Section Head
Section of Thoracic Surgery
University of Manitoba 
Winnipeg, Man.

ENDOVASCULAR THERAPY FOR ATHERO-
SCLEROTIC RENAL ARTERY STENOSIS:
PRESENT AND FUTURE. Edited by
Michael R. Jaff. Volume 2 of Endovas-
cular Intervention: Today and Tomor-
row. Series Editor: Frank J. Criado. 144
pp. Illust. Futura Publishing Company,
Inc., Armonk, NY. 2001. US$75. ISBN 0-
87993-470-0

For those interested in the current
status of nonoperative therapy

for renal artery stenosis, this text pro-
vides both a broad perspective and
an intelligent approach to the topic.
As a vascular surgeon involved in the
operations for this disease and collab-
orating in the decision for angio-
plasty with or without stenting, it is
immediately relevant to my practice.
However, I think this review pro-
vides an equally valuable perspective
for family practitioners and others 
involved in front-line therapy for 
patients with renal artery stenosis.

The book is organized into a logi-
cal sequence of chapter topics au-
thored by experts in their respective
fields. The first chapter details the
prevalence, diagnosis and natural his-
tory of renal artery stenosis and its
management by surgical revascular-
ization. The emphasis on the relative
under-appreciation of this disease as
well as the potential adverse natural
history serve as cogent reminders to

all involved in treating this condition.
This appears to be a relatively under-
diagnosed disease in which the insidi-
ous consequences are potentially the
end results of poor blood pressure
control and subsequent cardiovascu-
lar events and dialysis. These areas
provide essential background to allow
the reader to put into perspective the
current role of endovascular stenting.

The role of surgical therapy is well
reviewed by Wong, Oskin and
Hansen whose group has published
extensively on the results of the surgi-
cal management of renal artery steno-
sis. Rosenfeld and Fishman detail the
techniques of stenting, although their
chapter may be of less interest to non-
specialists. Subsequent and specific
controversial issues in the role of renal
artery stenting are then expanded in
the remaining chapters. The role of
stenting in flash pulmonary edema,
renal artery stenting versus surgery,
preservation of renal function as well
as long-term (4-year) follow-up of re-
nal artery stenting are well presented
and focus the reader on the real issues
regarding this treatment. However,
the reader is not left with a definitive
impression of the primary role of this
treatment after contrasting the surgi-
cal and interventionalist conclusions
in their respective chapters.

I would readily recommend this
book, not only for the content but
also for its approach to management
intervention. For the specialist, surgi-
cal, medical or interventionalist, it
provides a reasoned overview from
authorities in their fields. For family
practitioners and others involved in
front-line therapy of patients with this
disease, this book provides a current
perspective regarding “back-line” spe-
cialist treatment. Overall, this 
review provides some of the back-
ground data and focuses the main is-
sues regarding the role of endovascu-
lar stenting in the treatment of renal
artery stenosis. Ultimately the deci-
sion to use these interventions not
only involves patient circumstances,
local renal artery conditions and un-
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