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Category 11, Item 2

A 55-year-old man was treated for a hemothorax
following rib fractures three months previously. He
now has a fever of 102°F and chronic and recurrent
chest pain. The chest x-ray shown is obtained. A
lateral decubitus view did not show any changes.

The therapy with the LEAST chance of achieving
definitive success in curing this problem would be

(A) prolonged tube thoracostomy
(B) rib resection and tube drainage
(C) thoracotomy with decortication
(D) thoracoscopic decortication
(E) marsupialization (Eloesser flap)

For the incomplete statement above, select the let-
tered completion that is best of the 5 given.

For the answer and a critique of item 2 see page 63.
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